It cannot be denied that there is still much truth in this observation of Wiseman. Empiricism has prevailed to a great extent in the treatment of burns; and this is perhaps the strongest proof that can be adduced of the bad success attending the practice of the regular surgeon. The great proportion of deaths, the large and very troublesome sores, and the contractions and deformities produced, even where a cure has at length been effected, are also indicative of this fact.
In many instances, the extent and severity of the injury must doubtless prevent the possibility of a cure by any treatment ; but in every case, and especially in the more severe, it cannot but be reckoned of paramount importance to possess the ready means of soothing and alleviating, instead of aggravating the torture of our patients. That the frequent removal of the applications is productive of great suffering, will scarcely be denied ; but this is supposed to be a necessary evil in the attainment of a cure.
Without attempting to discuss the merits of the various medicated substances which are generally used in this way, I content myself with stating, and I think I am able to prove, that the question as to the best application to burns is only to be decided by ascertaining what substance gives the most perfect protection and comfort at first, and can be longest retained on the part, without occasioning irritation, or interrupting the proper efforts of nature.
The treatment which it is the object of this paper to recommend, and which has naturally enough become popular in this district, is the immediate application of finely carded cotton wool, and its continued retention on the part, whether the injury has been occasioned by scalding or by actual fire. This is said to have been originally an American practice; but I am informed it has long been in use amongst the inhabitants of the Greek islands. The first notice I had of it was of a somewhat miraculous case, which, however, did not seem to have been too much so for my informant. A child, it was said, had fallen into a large pot full of boiling porridge, and in this way had been scalded over the whole body. The An attack of pectoral inflammation now took place, for which it was found necessary to blister the chest twice. The symptoms of inflammation were dispelled in this way, but the blistered surfaces became highly inflamed and sloughy, producing great irritation and fever. The pulse was above 160, the skin hot, and there was constant crying and restlessness. The livid appearance of the part was rather lessened by poultices, and the application of thick cream mixed with goulard; but there was no diminution of the fever, and I considered the child in the most imminent danger.
In this state the cotton was applied. The child slept well, which had not been the case for many nights. Next day the fever and irritation had remarkably diminished, and he was nearly convalescent. On the sixth day the cotton separated spontaneously, leaving the part perfectly sound.
It 
